Finding the Most Recent Scholarship

E-mail Alerts for Recently Published Journal Articles

Project Muse E-mail Alerts: “Receive weekly e-mail notifications of new journal issues or new titles available in Project MUSE”: http://tools.muse.jhu.edu/cgi-bin/journal_alerts.cgi. Select the journal titles/subject areas in which you are interested, and Project MUSE will send you a list of the articles in these journals as they are published. 

JSOR E-mail Alerts: Signing up for JSTOR e-mail alerts is a bit more clunky and time-consuming than signing up for Project MUSE e-mail alerts. First, go to www.jstor.org and sign up for a MyJSTOR account. Once you have signed up for this account, go to Browse by Discipline. After selecting Language and Literature (or another discipline), click on the individual title of a journal in which you are interested. On the right-hand side of that page, you will see the option, “Receive Updates by E-mail (eTOC).” Select this option. Then click back in the browser and do the same for any other journals in which you have interest. (The back button will not take you immediately to “Language and Literature.” You will need to scroll down to this discipline.) 

Oxford Journals E-mail Alerts: Once you have signed up for the other two e-mail alert systems, the Oxford Journals E-mail Alert system is fairly straightforward. You will need to register for an individual account: https://access-oxfordjournals-org.floyd.lib.umn.edu/oup/login/local.do

Arts and Humanities Citation Index: E-mail alerts are available from ISI Web of Knowledge. Go to http://tinyurl.com/4cnga3g in order to set up an account. 

Most scholarly presses also have e-mail alerts. Check the websites of presses that interest you.

Finding Recent Articles and Books

Google Scholar
Use the advanced search tools. If you are interested in work by a particular scholar, put that scholar’s name in an “exact phrase” search. Then limit your search results to “Social Sciences, Arts, and Humanities.” Not only will articles and books by that author come up, below each entry is a link that will say, “Cited by 9,” etc. If you click on that link, you can see the titles of articles and books that respond to this critic’s work. (If you access Google Scholar through Wilson Library (G under Articles and Databases), you will be automatically linked the University of Minnesota’s “Find-it” services.) 

The Year’s Work in English Studies
This journal is available in digital format (Oxford Journals) and in hard copy (PE58.E6—The last five years are kept in the reference section). As stated on the journal website, “The Year's Work in English Studies is the qualitative narrative bibliographical review of scholarly work on English language and literatures written in English. It is the largest and most comprehensive work of its kind and the oldest evaluative work of literary criticism. The Year’s Work in English Studies does not merely offer annotated or enumerated bibliography entries, but provides expert, critical commentary supplied for every book covered. . . . Each volume includes a detailed overview from Old English to contemporary critical works for a given year, and contains critical notices for some 1100 books; extensive coverage of English Language, American Literature, New Literatures in English and English Literature; coverage of specialist periodicals; comprehensive indexing by critic, author, and subject; plus bibliographical endnotes for each chapter.” (Note: YWES is normally published two–three years after the calendar date.)

Journals in your field
Almost all academic journals publish book reviews. Read these regularly. Some subfields are lucky enough to have reviews more readily available. “Review 19” publishes online reviews of books on 19th-century English and American literature within ninety days of book publication. 
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